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[#4] The Ethics of Autonomy: A Helpful American Export or Ethnocentric Blindness?

[#F7] Dr. Harry Moody (Office of Academic Affairs, AARP)
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[#04%] American bioethics, from its beginning, has been dominated by the ideal of
individual autonomy. Yet critics have raised objections to the dominance of this ideal.
In this presentation, we consider the importance of autonomy as an element of
American culture and ethics, and contrast it with other ethical ideals: for example,
concepts of family solidarity and dignity, in Asian traditions. We conclude with an
argument for cross-cultural dialogue on behalf of human rights in a spirit that can

overcome the ethnocentricism that prevents genuine communication on a global basis.
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